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As capture fi sheries declines, it has been taken for granted that aquaculture will step in with increased supply to 
satisfy demand. Asia Pacifi c will lead with more than half of production. However, the industry’s priority is not only 

on volume but on safe and quality fi sh and shrimp produced in a sustainable way and with regard for the environment. In 
2010, the goal will be to build a clean image all along the supply chain. As prices have remained stable, industry has to 
become more effi cient. The focus will be on market access, innovation, effi cient production methods, better use of water 
resources, use of sustainable feed ingredients in performance feeds, strategies in health management and development 
of domesticated brood stocks. 

“We continue to see the aquaculture industry grow at a constant rate but what we 
really need to see is a quantum leap into the next phase of growth. A quantum leap 
requires thinking out of the box which will bring new opportunities and challenges. 
During this 6th year of our publication, we will continue to be the catalyst by 
introducing and debating new ideas to provoke this paradigm shift.”

Zuridah Merican, PhD., Editor 

INDUSTRY 
TRENDS IN 
ASIA PACIFIC 

Shrimp
Intensive culture of the vannamei shrimp will continue to lead the industry into 
2010 and the challenge will be managing disease, especially the white spot 
syndrome virus. Health management requires not only biosecurity measures 
but also genetic selection programs. Ways to improve productivity will include 
performance based feeds, feeding protocols and energy saving pond/water 
management technology. Monodon provides a strong alternative but the species 
must differentiate itself to merit a premium price.

Tilapia
It is forecasted that production will reach 3.5 million tonnes of which 75% will 
come from Asia and China alone will produce 1.2 million tonnes. The European 
market is starting to open up to this mid price ‘whitefi sh’, in addition to the better 
established US market. In 2010, industry will seek to solve bacterial infections in 
the tilapia, develop faster growing strains and intensify production. 

Catfish 
Production of the pangasius catfi sh has reached 1.2 million tonnes in Vietnam and 
is exported to 107 countries. India, Thailand and Indonesia are also increasing 
production. The year 2010 will be focused on meeting market demands on food 
safety, traceability and sustainability. The producer seeks ways to reduce costs of 
production for better profi t margins through performance feeds, water quality and 
disease management and genetic selection stocks. 

Marine fish
Industrialisation of the sector continues with more fi llet production of species 
such as the Asian seabass, snappers and cobia fi lling the market gap for mid price 
marine fi sh products. The high end live fi sh markets continue to thrive with tiger 
and other groupers. Current focus is culture technology in land based systems for 
grow-out and hatchery, controlling diseases and development of stocks selected 
for growth and disease resistance. 



In each issue, AQUA CULTURE Asia Pacifi c covers current issues, trends, latest technology and developments. Topics are 
selected from all facets of industry in the Asia Pacifi c region.

EDITORIAL 
CALENDAR 
IN 2010

Issue focus
Coverage concerning an important 
topic of current interest to industry. 

Industry reviews
Strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and threats facing a particular 
industry segment together with trends, 
forecasts and is separated by species 
and countries.

Features and technical
Advances, R&D and novel ideas to take 
aquaculture to the next level.

Feed technology
A dedicated section as there is 
increasing concern that this will 
be one the biggest threats to the 
industry. Challenges ranging from feed 
ingredient, traceability, availability 
and price will take centre stage. We 
will look at the aspects that infl uence 
the fi nal value of feed for all species, 
culture systems and environments. 

Markets 
For several decades, producers in Asia 
have focused on increasing volumes. 
Demand for food safety and quality 
products mean that producers in 
Asia have encountered diffi culties in 
selected markets. In 2010 we continue 
a section with reports on opportunities, 
market trends, regulations and 
certifi cations, branding and product 
development to help producers tap the 
potential of these markets.
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Coverage on experiences from industry, including role models, benchmarking and opinion articles. 

Markets Contributed reports on market trends, product development, issues and challenges.

Show Preview/Issue Victam 2010,  
Bangkok, Thailand
3- 5 March
World Aquaculture 
2010, San Diego, 
USA
1-5 March

Australasian 
Aquaculture 2010
Hobart, Tasmania
23-26 May

Vietfi sh 2010,
Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam
12-14 June

Aquaculture 
Europe 2010, Porto, 
Portugal
6-8 October
9th Asian Fisheries 
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Forum & ISTA 2010, 
Shanghai, China, 
15-19 October
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Advertisement 
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A strong presence in Asia Pacific
With each issue, we target all industry stakeholders, mainly in the Asia Pacifi c 
region. The magazine is delivered to subscribers, qualifi ed individuals, producer 
associations, companies and a free readership group. We rotate the free readership 
based on their sector of interest. Currently, each issue reaches 10,500 readers, 
based on industry circulation standards.

CIRCULATION

A large presence in shows
From each print run, we disseminate 500 copies to international and regional 
meetings. From 2010, we will continue to support industry and participate in 
several international trade shows and conferences. These are indicated in the 
editorial calendar. 

Distribution (%) by Business Activity
Our distribution model follows the supply chain from technicians to the farm owner 
to investors in this fast moving industry. Profi le of readers based on circulation in 
2008-2009 is as follows: 

How can AQUA CULTURE Asia 
Pacifi c work for you
• An insight into markets and 

industry in Asia Pacifi c for 
international suppliers

• Help for regional companies to 
go global

• Help for international companies 
to realise their local objectives

Geographical distribution by country/region (July 2009). Average print copies
in 2010: 3,500/issue 
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Farmers, integrators, hatchery/nursery operators, producer and 
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28.2%

Aquafeed and equipment manufacturers, ingredients and feed 
additives suppliers 

21.5%

Aquaculture service providers including suppliers of equipment, 
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legislation, consultancy
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Malaysia 11.1%



ADVERTISING

Expand in the fastest growing aquaculture industry

Suppliers
Whether you are an aquafeed producer, feed ingredient and equipment supplier or 
provider of diagnostic health services, you will need to know your market. You want 
to create industry awareness to your products and target your customers.

Brand Recognition
In today’s competitive world, awareness is not enough. Differentiate your products 
by creating a brand recognition and trust in your company as a reliable supplier 
who is committed to the industry.

Features & Technical
We develop your article submissions, 
presenting it with clarity and in an easy-to-
read manner that will help you reach your 
audience.

News & Updates 
You can use this channel to update the 
industry and move your business forward.

Get reprints of your articles 
Article reprints are available in print or 
electronic format.
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Design and Layout
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Ocialis, a major aqua feed producer has been in Vietnam since 2002.
It is part of the French multinational nutrition and health specialist,
Evialis. In 2008, its aqua feed production reached 100,000 tpy from
its two feed plants in Hanoi and Binh Duong outside Ho Chi Minh City.
A new feed factory in Dong Tap province in the Mekong Delta will start
operations in 2009.

Aside from feed production, the company has created a ‘presence’
in the south of Vietnam with its ‘maison du poisson’ and ‘maison de
la crevette’ in Long Xuyen and Quan Ngai, field stations to monitor the
health status of catfish and marine shrimp, respectively. Each year the
company produces an epidemiological report on catfish diseases in
Vietnam.

Downstream, the company has been working in collaboration with
the LAREAL laboratories of Evialis and the Vietnam Association of
Seafood Exporters and Producers (VASEP) to provide supplementary
laboratory facilities to test for quality aspects of products for export.
This is to compliment the testing carried out by Nafiqaved. International
accreditation and ISO 17025 certification will be key points for quality
control of seafood for international markets. A new project in 2009 will
be for the new 500m2 laboratory specialised in quality control for feed
and food.
 It has been presumed that the rapid development of catfish and
shrimp farming in Vietnam and the rest of Asia was due to sufficient
data on nutrients requirements. This is actually not true as there are
several gaps in our knowledge on nutrition. Marc Campet, Regional
Technical Manager said that references on pangasius nutrition have
been scarce since less than ten years ago nobody was concerned by
this species.

“Contrary to what is perceived, there are still a lot that we do not
know on catfish nutrition. We want to know more, say, on the nutrient

digestibility in catfish. We want to find out how to optimise raw materials
in our formulations. With narrow profit margins, it is more critical now
than before, that industry has cost efficient feeds. At this centre, we
also benchmark our products with those from competitor companies”.

“We have heard a lot about immunostimulants and probiotics in
aquaculture. How can we ascertain the efficacy of these feed and pond
additives?  We have the advantage that in France our R&D departments
have been working on these additives in other species, such as chicken
and pigs. Thus, we conduct research using protocols, statistical set
ups and standards determined by the R&D centre in France. We also
train our researchers in the best in research methodologies on nutritional
research in France and in Singapore and Thailand for work in health
diagnostics.”

“We do not only carry out work on nutrition but also look at new

More than feed production

FEED TECHNOLOGY
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In Vietnam, Ocialis wants to be known for its service oriented work. It has field stations for fish/shrimp
health monitoring and has cooperated with Vasep to test products for quality criteria as well as
developed methods for disease diagnostics in the marine shrimp and fish. The new experimental station
set up in 2008 shows that the company is looking further in formulating economic feeds that is part
of its holistic approach for a sustainable industry.

A catfish harvest at the centre. In the industry, the important goals are also
to have a homogenous size of fish at harvest ranging from 1 to 1.2 kg/fish and
to cut down culture period by 25% and increase margins.

The 48 experimental cages in a pond.
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Dong Thai Commune is a brackish water area located in An Bien 
District, Kien Giang Province. For ten years, farmers in this commune 
have been culturing the black tiger shrimp Penaeus monodon in 
extensive culture systems with yields of 100- 250 kg/ha. Recently, 
one of them, Le Quoc Thang decided to shift to semi-intensive 
monodon shrimp culture at a density of 10 PL/m2 and has harvested 
1.5 to 2.5 tonnes/ha).

Farmers in the district are well aware that higher profi ts and 
a more stable income comes with improve quality, quantity and 
consistency of their production which in turn arises from increased 
survival and improved growth rates during the production cycle. This 
opportunity came with the availability of 100% specifi c pathogen free 
post larvae produced by Moana Vietnam. This post larvae produced 
from domesticated, genetically improved and disease free brood stock 
from Moana was available in the market in the Mekong Delta since 
March 2008. 

Moana Technologies started the domestication of the black 
tiger shrimp in 2003 in its bio-secure facility in Kona, Hawaii. The 
domesticated line or stock of shrimp have been subjected to a routine 
health monitoring program carried out under the supervision of an 
approved diagnostic laboratory for at least two years. They have been 
demonstrated to be free of OIE (World Organization for Animal Health) 
and USMSFP (US Marine Shrimp Farming Program) listed pathogens 
namely Taura Syndrome virus (TSV), white spot syndrome virus (WSSV), 
Yellow Head virus (YHV), Penaeus monodon-type baculovirus (MBV) 

and Hepatoparvovirus (HPV). The company is also improving shrimp 
performance with genetic selection programs. 

Le Quoc Thang decided to stock these post larvae on April 11, 2008. 
Shrimp were harvested in September 2008. Throughout the culture 
period, he had the support of staff from the company to prepare culture 
ponds to meet the general requirements on biosecurity and culture 
for a successful culture of SPF shrimp. These included biosecurity, 
environment control, feeding and harvesting. He was also trained in 
data base building. Diligently, he followed all the protocols to gain the 
best result in Dong Thanh, Dong Thai area. In detail, these components 
included the following.

Getting ready 
Pond rehabilitation involved that of the four ponds of 16,900m2. Each 
pond size ranged from 2,900 to 5,000m2. Pond preparation included 
removing sludge, fi xing dykes, fences and cleaning drainage systems. 
However,  because of the old pond conditions with high organic load, it 
was not possible to achieve the ideal soil conditions. Water treatment 
involved the pumping of water from the canal to reservoirs ponds, 
treatment with chlorine, adding probiotics and fertilisation. The salinity 
was kept at 10- 15 ppt.

Post larvae, priced at VND 241(15 USD/1000PL) were stocked at a 
density 13-14 PL15/m2. The total stocking amount for the four ponds 
was 230,000 post larvae. Shrimp were fed commercial feed costing 
VND 19,000/kg (USD 1.18/kg). Feed trays were used to monitor feeding 
and to adjust the feeding rate daily. The feed conversion ratio was 
calculated at 1.3- 1.74.

Management involved regular visits to ponds with Moana staff 
monitoring and providing technical support to ensure a stable 
environment for shrimp. There was no water exchange during the fi rst 
two months. Only top up water was added. During July and August, with 
heavy rains, pond water salinity was reduced to 3- 5 ppt. This resulted 
in algae attachment to the shrimp and slow growth. Probiotics were 
used to alleviate the problem. 

Semi intensive monodon shrimp culture  
with disease free post larvae in Vietnam 
A key success for consistent and sustainable shrimp farming is quality and disease free post larvae. In 
Vietnam, success at a farm in Kien Giang Province is paving the way for the use of disease free post 
larvae from domesticated and genetically improved Penaeus monodon brood stock.

Le Quoc Thang (left) discussing with the newspaper editors Nguyen Bang, and 
Mr Le Hoang Vu.



Specifications
We only work with digital fi les. Advertising material should be supplied as:
Digital fi les on CD-Rom, Macintosh platform presented in Macromedia Freehand, 
Eng (v.10 [or earlier]) or Chinese (v.8 [or earlier]), QuarkXPress, English V.4.0 
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publication
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